FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT
Weekend Masses
Saturday................................................ 4:30 PM
Sunday .................................................. 9:30 AM
Weekday Masses
Mon. thru Fri ........................................ 7:15 AM
Wed. (Sep.-May) All School ................ 9:45 AM
Saturday................................................ 8:00 AM
Holy Days.......................... 7:15 AM & 5:30 PM
Eucharistic Adoration
Monday 5:00 AM to Friday 8:00 AM
Baptisms by appointment
Sacrament of Reconciliation by appointment or
Saturday.................................... 3:30 to 4:00 PM
Marriage (available to parishioners of 6 months
or greater). Arrangements must be made at
least 9 months before proposed marriage date.
Anointing of the Sick, as announced/requested
Contact Information
Parish Office................................. 651-771-1209
Fax .......................................... 651-771-3466
Website ................ www.stjerome-church.org
Email. .......... secretary@stjerome-church.org
FB ....... www.facebook.com/stjeromecatholic
School. ......................................... 651-771-8494
Fax .......................................... 651-771-3466
Website ................. www.stjeromeschool.org
Kids’ Korner Daycare……..…….651-771-1023
Pastoral Staff
Fr. Victor Valencia ................................... Pastor
Administrative Staff
Joanne Lamb ............................ Parish Secretary
Music
Mary Beth Hess .......................... Music Director
Faith Formation
.................................. Religious Ed Coordinator
Marie Joseph ................................. Confirmation
Pat Birkey ............................ Children’s Liturgy
School
Anne Gattman ...................................... Principal
Sue Costello............................. School Secretary
Nancy McGraw ...................... School Secretary
Maintenance
Bob Hoisington ................................. Supervisor
Victim Assistance Hotline………....651-291-4475
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St. Jerome

380 E. Roselawn Avenue
Maplewood, MN 55117

DECEMBER 19, 2021
MESSAGE FROM THE PASTOR

Dear Brothers and Sisters,
The Readings on the fourth Sunday of Advent bring us closer to
the celebrations of Christmas.
Mary visited her cousin Elizabeth after she gave her fiat to
God to become the mother of
Jesus. Her saying “yes!” to
God’s plan demonstrated the
generous and selfless giving of
her own self to the will of God and her complete trust in
God’s will for her. It was that Yes that opens for us the
way to salvation.
We can also see Mary sharing the good news to Elizabeth.
Mary shared her experience of God’s call, a time and moment for Elizabeth to experience the goodness of the Father to humankind. In the presence of the son of man in
the womb of Mary the baby at the womb of Elizabeth
leapt for joy.
This Christmas we are invited to bring Christ to others.
We can let others experience Christ by our positive actions. In the goodness that we share, in the food that we
give, in the care that we do and the visit to the shut ins we
allow others to experience the love of God in the ordinary
presence of our selves. Yes, ordinary people in ordinary
lives making special impact by making God’s presence
real through loving, caring and charitable actions.
Christmas is a time to bring God to others.
Soon and very soon, we will hear the story of Mary and
Joseph in Bethlehem. We will be invited to open our
hearts to the mystery of God’s plan of salvation in the
birth of Jesus. Once again we will hear the joyful message of the coming of salvation and the invitation to cooperate and join in the journey to Jerusalem, a journey of
conversion, of love and of service.
Let us live these last days of Advent, waiting joyfully,
preparing actively and transformed inwardly.
Fr. Victor

MISSION STATEMENT
The people of St. Jerome Church are a Catholic parish community united in the love and grace of Jesus
Christ; to celebrate the sacraments and our faith, to
proclaim and teach the Gospel values of Christ and
His Church, to nurture our faith community, and to
respond to the needs of those in and beyond our
parish through worship and service.

FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT
WELCOME TO THE
CHURCH OF ST. JEROME
The Church of St. Jerome would like to welcome all visitors and anyone who has recently moved into our community. We invite you to become members of our parish.
If you are interested in joining our parish or have any
questions, please contact the parish office at 771-1209.

FR. LUDESCHER LAMP
will burn this week in prayer for
John and Monica Filipovich

DECEMBER 19, 2021
MEMORIES OF
ST. JEROME PARISH
Do you have any special memories
of St. Jerome Parish? The archives
committee would like to begin collecting and organizing these memories. As memories come to mind,
email them to the parish office. Please put “Memories of St.
Jerome Parish” in the subject line. Be sure to add your
name and a time frame for your memory. Memories can
be recent memories or from the early days of the parish
and anytime in between. You can also jot them on a
piece of paper and mail them to the parish office.
This will be an ongoing project, so whenever a memory
comes to you please send it in.

WATCHMEN MEETING—Dec. 21, 6:30
Our next Watchmen meeting will be
held at 6:30 PM December 21, at St.
John’s in Little Canada, in the lower
church. We will be having grilled
chicken breast, potatoes, salad,
bread, desserts and beverages, with
Father Tom joining us as our guest
speaker, "Confession: Gods unconditional and merciful
love." Following his talk he will be offering us Adoration
and confessions.

PARISH DIRECTOR FOR
FAITH FORMATION
Full Time with benefits
•
•
•
•

Wednesday night religious Ed
Youth ministry
Adult education
Vacation Bible School
See the parish website for more details
Bible in a Year—start anytime

The Bible in a Year podcast
helps Catholics read the entire
Bible in 365 days– and you can
start anytime.
The Bible in a Year (with Fr. Mike
Schmitz) is the most popular religious podcast in America, and currently the #6 podcast overall on Apple Podcasts.
If you haven't checked it out yet—or if you started but
haven't listened in a while—NOW is the perfect time to
encounter the Word of God! It is changing lives.
https://media.ascensionpress.com/podcast/all-bible-in-ayear-episodes/ (or google bible in a year)

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION
The Adoration chapel is open Monday
through Thursday 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. Please
feel free to stop in for a visit with Jesus in
the Holy Eucharist.
A prayer partner is needed for Wednesday
at 2 p.m. Substitutes are urgently needed
to fill the hours of adorers who are on vacation. If you are
able to help as a sub, or if you would like to commit to a
permanent hour, please call Lorraine at 772-2997.

Are you homebound?
Would you like communion
brought to you?
Please call the parish office
to make arrangements.
651-771-1209
READINGS FOR THE WEEK
Monday:
Is 7:10-14; Ps 24:1-6; Lk 1:26-38
Tuesday:
Sg 2:8-14 or Zep 3:14-18a; Ps 33:2-3, 1112,
20-21; Lk 1:39-45
Wednesday: 1 Sm 1:24-28; 1 Sm 2:1, 4-8abcd; Lk 1:4656
Thursday: Mal 3:1-4, 23-34; Ps 25:4-5ab, 8-10, 14;
Lk 1:57-66
Friday:
2 Sm 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16; Ps 89:2-5, 27,
29;
Lk 1:67-79
Saturday:
Vigil: Is 62:1-5; Ps 89:4-5, 16-17, 27, 29;
Acts 13:16-17, 22-25; Mt 1:1-25 [18-25]
Night: Is 9:1-6; Ps 96:1-3, 11-13; Ti 2:11-14;
Lk 2:1-14
Dawn: Is 62:11-12; Ps 97:1, 6, 11-12; Ti 3:4-7;
Lk 2:15-20
Day: Is 52:7-10; Ps 98:1-6; Heb 1:1-6;
Jn 1:1-18 [1-5, 9-14]
Sunday:
Sir 3:2-6, 12-14 or 1 Sm 1:20-22, 24-28;
Ps 128:1-5 or Ps 84:2-3, 5-6, 9-10;
Col 3:12-21 [12-17] or 1 Jn 3:1-2, 21-24;
Lk 2:41-52

PARISH EVENT CALENDAR
Dec. 20-26
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday

School on Vacation till Jan. 3
6:30pm Watchmen at St. Johns
6:00pm Handbell choir
9:00am Church decorating
4:00pm Christmas Eve Mass
10:00pm Christmas Eve Mass
9:30am Christmas Day Mass
The Most Holy Family of Jesus,
Mary and Joseph

*NO 4:30 Mass on Saturday Dec. 25
MASS INTENTIONS
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday

7:15am
7:15am
7:15am
9:45am
7:15am
4:00pm
10:00pm
9:30am
9:30am

Carmel Wawra
Delores Witschen
Colleen Rothbauer
No school mass
Ron Valento
Christmas Eve
Christmas Eve
Christmas Day
Linda & James Byrne (living)

LITURGICAL ROLES
Schedules can also be found at
www.stjerome-church.org (calendars/schedules)

EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS:
Sat. 4:30 pm
No Mass
Sun. 9:30 am
R. Klutzke
LECTORS:
Sat. 4:30 pm
Sun. 9:30 am

No Mass
T. Zappa

M. Murphy
G. Revering

SIGN UP FOR
AMAZON SMILE
Support St. Jerome every time you shop.
Always start at smile.amazon.com and Amazon will donate 0.5%
of the price of your eligible AmazonSmile purchases, at no cost to
you.
1. Visit smile.amazon.com.

2.

PRAY FOR OUR SERVICE
MEN AND WOMEN
Jack Butler
Kathy Nieters

RETIREMENT FUND FOR RELIGIOUS
THANK YOU!!!!
A sister writes, “Our prayers belong most of all to the
generous benefactors whose donations have made this
financial assistance possible.” Thank you for supporting
last week’s Retirement Fund for Religious collection.
Visit retiredreligious.org to learn how your gifts supports elderly sisters, brothers, and religious order priests.

Hey all you last minute shoppers!

ALTAR SERVERS:
Sat. 4:30 pm
J. Weakley
S. Anyanwu
O. Kinning
L. Anyanwu
Sun. 9:30 am

Jacqueline Benjamin, Spencer Cardinal, Sue
Connolly, Marilyn Cunningham, Cathy Deiman, Kirk Duellman, Mary Gross, Lori HanniPRAY
gan, Sharon Heffernan, David Hendricks,
FOR US Catherine Henry, Anne Holthaus Clarice Holthaus, Richard (Les) Johnson, Kevin Jones,
Eugene Kaufhold, Lily Kehler, Mary Klutzke, Mary
Laumeyer, Steve Lauinger, Fr. Ken Ludescher, RoseMarie Manders, Vern & Dorothy Mayer, Patrick McGuigan, Chad McLellan, Ramona Medina, Brian Michlitsch,
Kao Mua, Nolan Mullaney, Greg Negard, Louise Nieters,
Shannon Presler, Bernie Przybylski, Josh Richter, Ann
Reinhart, Patrick Roth, Danny Rothbauer, Nick Rothstein
Rosa Santos, David Schluender, Michelle Schoenecker,
Donald Seiberlich Jr., Mike Spangenberg, Ava Swift,
Tony Swift, Ted Testen, Joyce Theilhorn, George & Nancy Valento, Jim & Evelyn Wendt, Theresa Wilkes, Eric
Witzel, Ryan Yackel, Lorraine Youngbauer

Sign in with your Amazon.com credentials.
3. Choose a charitable organization to receive donations, or
search for the charity of your choice. (St. Jerome Church)
4. Select your charity. St. Jerome Church

It is not too late to give the gift of a
gift card for this holiday season and
provide a financial boost to St. Jerome’s at the same time. All you have to do is enter
scrip.shopwithscrip.com in your browser and it takes you
to the SCRIP site. From there click on the register button
on the top right. That will take you to the next page where
you press the "join an existing program" button. Our code
number is B89AB59714377 You will be asked to enter a
username and password and fill in your basic information
such as name, address and phone number, your email
address and security questions. That is it. You can begin
shopping. One reminder is that you will only be buying
egift cards. So if you bring up Amazon for example, you
have a choice of an ecard or physical gift card. We will
only be selling the egift cards, so make sure you click on
that and the tab will be white. Then fill out your information of what you want to purchase and you can print it
it out to give as a gift or for yourself or email the certificate
to your recipient from your Scrip wallet. If you have any
questions, please contact me at auglie@usfamily.net. I
will be happy to walk you through the entire process by
phone or email. In a future notice, I will be talking about
the Raise Right app for ordering SCRIP as you shop or
eat out. Happy Holidays! Anita Kennedy

FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT
ADVENT CANDLE—4th Week—Love
Father, all-powerful God,
Your eternal Word took flesh on
our earth when the Virgin Mary
placed her life at the service of
your plan. Lift our minds in watchful hope to hear the voice which
announces his glory, and open our
minds to receive the Spirit who
prepares us for his coming. We
ask this through Christ our Lord.
Amen

THANK YOU
Pancake breakfast &
bake sale
Thank you to all who ate at,
shopped at or worked the
pancake breakfast and bake
sale.

DECEMBER 19, 2021

Experience the Joy of
Following Christ
Bible Study
Following Christ takes more than
simply believing in him or doing
what he asks of us. Jesus wants
you to be more than just a believer—he wants you to be his disciple and friend. Follow Me: Meeting
Jesus in the Gospel of John is
your guide to a personal encounter with Christ. As the Good Shepherd, Jesus seeks us. He comes
to meet us and beckons us to follow him. He calls us to be his disciples, to trust him, to
open ourselves to his merciful love, and to love others as
he has loved us. Follow Me invites you to experience the
joy of a renewed friendship with Christ. In this study you
will learn what it takes to follow Christ and discover the
joy of divine friendship. You will see how God, and only
God, can satisfy the deepest desires of your heart.
This is an eight session bible study program that will
begin on January. Two groups are being organized. One
group will meet on Sundays beginning January 16, 2022
at 3:00 P.M. A second group will meet on Mondays and
will begin on January 17, 2022 at 6:30 P.M. Each session will be for an hour and 30 minutes.
Participants will have to sign up at our website or call the
parish office.

Christmas Eve Masses
December 24th
4:00pm and 10:00pm

Christmas Day Mass
December 25th
9:30am

New Year’s Day Mass
Jan 1,
8:00am

FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT

DECEMBER 19, 2021

COAT DRIVE for VETERANS

This year the parish will
sponsor 3 families from the
Ramsey County Family
Sponsorship
program.
Each family receives:

“What should we do to prepare?” John the Baptist
admonished to his hearers: if you have two coats
give one of them to someone who has none, and
likewise with food.
During this advent season let us do
some corporal works of mercy to
form our hearts in charity and
love. We are invited to chare a
coat or two to our poor veterans.
So many of our brothers and sisters served in the military out of
the virtue of patriotism. Many of
them suffer from the consequences
of war and are so vulnerable. During this Advent
and Christmas season let us show them our love and
concern. You may drop your coats at a box place at
the entrance door of the church. Other personal
items are also needed especially extra and double
extra large undershirts, underwear and socks. This
drive will be until January 2.

•
•
•
•

1 clothing item per child
1 toy item per child
1 parent gift
1 grocery gift certificate

This year because of COVID, we are doing a virtual giving tree. Please donate the money to pay for
a gift or two. One family will be purchasing and
wrapping all the gifts for the families.
Please place your donation in the basket in the
back of the church or send to the parish office. 380
Roselawn Ave E, Maplewood MN 55117 marked
“giving tree”.

PRINCIPAL’S CORNER
Dear St. Jerome Parishioners,
What might seem to us like “child’s play” is actually building
our thinking muscles. Ms. Joseph, our Middle School Science
teacher and our Forge teacher, partners with the University
of St. Thomas to bring science and engineering kits to our
students. This kit was adaptable for K-8th grade. Students
were given different challenges and worked cooperatively
to ind solutions. The top picture is three of our 3rd grade
whiz thinkers, Julia, Alice and Tegan. Below, two of our 8th
grade scholars, Thabiso and Karol exceed the challenge.
When you think of a medieval forge, you probably think of a
blacksmith creating hooks and horseshoes for the local village. At St. Jerome School, our Forge is a space that combines art, science and engineering to invite students to be
creative and think deeply. Ms. Joseph is the facilitator, and
she inds just the right materials and projects to keep our
students engaged.

We have had joyful days here
at school. There is nothing
more wonderful than being
among children as we await
Christ’s birth.
Peace and love to you and
yours,
Anne McNeill Gattman
Principal

Grow in your faith, find a Mass,
and connect with your
Catholic Community
with OneParish!

Consider Remembering
Your Parish in Your Will.
For further information,
please call the Parish Office.

Complete Auto Service
Full Service Gasoline
Maint. & Repair
Family Owned & Operated Since 1957

489-9897 1935 N. Rice 489-7807

POOLS • SPAS • SAUNAS • CHEMICALS • PARTS • SERVICE

Download Our Free App or Visit

www.MY.ONEPARISH.com

TOM’S MOBIL SERVICE

121 E. County Rd. County Rd. C.
www.poolside.biz

483-6600

ROSOTO VILLA APARTMENTS
Active Senior Residence
1901 Desoto St., Maplewood, MN 55117
Just East of 35E at Roselawn & DeSoto
Next to St. Jerome Church
Please Call 651-771-4464

RAWLINGS
HARDWOOD
FLOOR SERVICE
Floors Installed • Sanded • Refinished

651-778-8277
WHY IS IT

Get this
weekly bulletin delivered
by email - for FREE!
Sign up here:
www.jspaluch.com/subscribe

Courtesy of J.S. Paluch Company, Inc.

A man wakes up after sleeping
under an ADVERTISED blanket
on an ADVERTISED mattress
and pulls off ADVERTISED pajamas
bathes in an ADVERTISED shower
shaves with an ADVERTISED razor
brushes his teeth
with ADVERTISED toothpaste
washes with ADVERTISED soap
puts on ADVERTISED clothes
drinks a cup
of ADVERTISED coffee
drives to work
in an ADVERTISED car
and then . . . .
refuses to ADVERTISE
believing it doesn’t pay.
Later if business is poor
he ADVERTISES it for sale.

WHY IS IT?

Your
ad
could
be in this
space!
WINDY’S Collision Center
Est. 1971
• Free Estimates • Insurance Approved
• Free Loaner Cars
767 Bush Ave. ~ St. Paul

ROSEVILLE
2130 N. Dale St.

651-487-2550

651-774-4426

373400 St Jerome Church

LINO LAKES
7050 Lake Drive

651-784-3390

Family Owned and Operated
www.jspaluch.com

For Ads: J.S. Paluch Co., Inc. 1-800-566-6170

