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Class of 2021
Principal's Reflections

I am incredibly thrilled with the tenacity, commitment and heart that our
teachers, staff, students and families showed during a year like no other. It
was a difficult year, and it was a good year. We grew our enrollment,
educated students in person and at home, and maintained a healthy and
safe learning space...all from behind masks, socially distanced and with
very clean hands. Our students are filled with God's spirit and it shows in
how they live out the virtues, care for one another and show kindness and
respect to their teachers.
Gaining reaccreditation was a huge win for our team! We have set a
course in our new School Strategic Plan for the next 5 years. As Father Vic
reminded us at our closing mass: "Thanksgiving for all that has been and
YES to all that is to come!"
~Anne McNeill Gattman

Highlights of the Year

IN PERSON LEARNING!

ENROLLMENT GROWTH!

During the summer of 2020, SJS worked with
the Archdiocese and State of MN to create a
Pandemic Response Plan. By carefully following
this plan we were able to offer in person school
to our 200 students for the entire school year.
We accommodated families who wished to do
distance learning for medical or personal
reasons. Our entire community was diligent
about mask wearing, hand cleansing and social
distancing. The past year is a true victory for our
staff, students and families. Learning continued
and we remained safe during the pandemic.

Our PreK-8 program served 199 students during
the 2020-2021 school year. 72% of our families
qualify for free/reduced lunch. 85% of our students
are children of color. Many families came to us
because we were offering in person learning.
Most are staying because they recognize the
quality of the education, they appreciate that
their children are being formed in faith, and
they've fallen in love with the spirit of
St. Jerome School.

MNSAA
REACCREDITATION
We successfully hosted a site visit from MNSAA.
The team determined that St. Jerome School is
doing what we claim to be doing and our
accreditation was renewed for 7 years, with
no conditions. Collaboratively, the Board, school
administration and school faculty wrote a new
strategic plan that will guide us for the next 5
years.

NEW STAFF MEMBERS
We welcomed:
Marie Joseph back to the team as our Middle
School Science and Forge Teacher;
Joseph Gonzalez to 4th grade when
Maddie Van Havermaet had her baby, Joseph;
Rosie Wah to assist in Kindergarten; and
Bella Eckert as an Office Administrator.
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Academic Program Highlights

CURRICULUM AND
LEARNING
~ MISF STEM Community
Partership: Scientists
in the Classroom for
grades 4-5;
~ The Year of Charity for Virtues in
Practice

Our Transition to
CLASSICAL EDUCATION,
year 3, and SERVING
OUR EL STUDENTS
~Participating in Shared Inquiry Training
through the Great Books Foundation and
implementing several shared inquiry
discussions at each grade level;
~ Adopting CKLA (Core Knowledge
Language Arts) for implementation K-8
beginning with 2021-22;
~ Learning how to write language
objectives for all subject areas;
~ Completing Year 2 of the Believe and
Read Groves Phonics program, with
amazing data and growth for our
students;

~ Implementation of Year 1 of the Sadlier
Math Curriculum in grades K-6;
~ Graduated four Flaherty Family
Foundation Scholars, and two Skipper
Slawick scholars;
~ Consistent growth and progress for
many students on the NWEA tests
administered in fall, winter and spring;
~ Identification of trends in achievement
by subject area and grade level and
plans to address these trends.

~ sending some Faculty and Board
Members to the Institute of Catholic
Liberal Education conference in July, 2021.

Growth and Achievement Data
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Overall School Proficiency: Reading 36% Math 38% Language 39%
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Development and Partnership Highlights

St. Jerome
School Board
Paul Whitebread, Chair
Shannon Kinning, Vice Chair
Tom Novitzki, Finance CH
Ted Leonard, Finance CH
Mary Gaertner, Development
Chair
Father Victor Valencia, Pastor
Father Seraphim Wirth,
School Chaplain
Rosann Klutzke, Enrollment
Chair
Gabby Healy
Richard Janke, Facilities
Chair
Craig Fiedler
Isabella Eckert
Anne Gattman

Annual Appeal and
Party with A Purpose

Our Board is active and
engaged! They were instrumental in creating our new
School Strategic Plan, our
Budget for the 2021-2022
school year, planning for safety
and facilities improvements, and
in advising on
fundraising and enrollment
strategies.

Under Craig Fiedler's Leadership, we
raised over $200,000 between our
Annual Appeal and the Spring Party
With a Purpose: Unmasking the Mission!
This is critical to our ability to offer tuition
assistance to families in need. The funds
also help us save for capital
improvements
and work to bring our staff salaries
to a just level.

Our Board, via zoom, was highly effective in Year 1!

"Words cannot express how grateful we are to you for your
kindness and compassion.
Thank you for all that you have done to make our children
feel welcome at St. Jerome school.
From the first day we walked in the door, we knew it was the
most nurturing and caring environment. great academics
and christian education. The teachers are amazing and treat
the kids like their own. St.Jerome school was a light in the
dark for us and your kindness will not be forgotten."
~TH (Parent)

St. Jerome School Partners

SJS Revenue

PPP Loan
10.7%
Tuition
25%

Grants
16.1%

SJ Invest
8%

Donor Support
18.8%

Tuition Support
21.4%

~Franciscan Brothers of Peace
~Church of St. Jerome
~ St. Casimir Church
~ GHR Foundation
~ Catholic Community Foundation
~ Aim Higher Foundation
~ The Healey Education Foundation
~ The Catholic Services Appeal
~ Two Eagles Foundation
~ The Catholic Schools Center of Excellence
~ Many friends and donors
SJS Expenses

Careful Stewardship,
Investing in Excellence
Every dollar is carefully spent at
St. Jerome School
with an effort to provide
excellent instruction in an efficient
and
cost effective manner. Our Board
Finance Council will be instrumental
in budgeting and oversight.

Building
5%

Other
6%

Program
15%

Salaries and Benefits
74%

